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less observed in Canton than in the North. Her fear
that Sin-Yang would at once take another concubine,
overwrought her. Almost every second or third day
her milk had dried up and she couldn't feed Ai-lan who
nearly died. But then milk came again and saved
Ai-lan.

Sin-Yang's mother lived in his house. She was
very old and greedily addicted to opium. That was a
blessing for the wives of her son all of whom she hated
as intruders. But she dozed all day in her corner and
the women saw to it that her opium supply didn't run
out.' The children too were given a bit of opium if
they cried too disturbingly.

Until her eighth year Ai-lan was backwards in her
physical and mental development. Her mother hoped
for her death, it was better not to have children at all
than to have a daughter. For eight, years Ai-lan's
mother remained barren ; Sin-Yang gave up trying new
concubines and took his grief to the teahouses. But
one day when he came home, drunk with rice wine,
Ai-lan's mother conceived again.

The nine months of her pregnancy- were a torture
for all the women in the household. The nervous fear
of having a daughter again, drove her almost mad. The
other women, even Ai-lan's grown-up half-sisters, tried
every conceivable kind of medicine, prayer and black
magic to achieve that the child in her pregnant body
would take the form of a man-child. They hoped that
in this case Sin-Yang's behaviour to all female members
of tfoe household might change for the bejter.

The commotion was such that Ai-lan liked to hide
in a corner all the time. Ai-lan's mother shooed her
away when she came near her. She was afraid the